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Rulll'îACE S^LES have been a seml-annual
productlon of the St. I'lark ts Councll of
Cathollc l.lomen (even when 1t ütas known as
the St. lfark's Altar & Rosary Society) sfnce
tlme lmmemorlal. Nobody knows exactly when
they started ì everyhody hopes Èhey r.r111 never
end.

Thls booklet Ls cledlcated to all the
hardworklng, fun loving members of St. Markrs
Church who have helped nake these sales suc-
ces s ful .

Shlrley Clasen,
Bernadette Lester,

Co-Authors

Frank R Scherman,
Edltorlal Con-
eultant

Yvonne Duda,
Artist-ln-
Re s Lden ce

f*ß¿y Corrrra.0-

fuùonc¡¡ oJ lFc
Crv^r;l aI C^U"U, lt)onu¡

At nfne o I clock sharp on thesale, ln her cLear, loud, ringlng v
1"11:, "Man your s tatl_ons, everyone
Go ! ! " An<l in the door of the old Gthose wonderful eustomers of ours,dartfng to the partlcular sectl.on

.'GET SET: : ''

ed ln, each
best old rum

py to be back onc
ale 1n the Cftv o

morning of the
olce the ßoss
:: Ger set!!
ym come all
each of them
each 1s lnterest-
e agaln ât the
f St. paul.

so hap
maPe s

-)* lL

******r.
*******

FAI TII FUt COMMUTER I^IORKSRS

/\t all our rummage sales, for
some years pas t , $re have our

fafthful commuter workers
(f orrner members of St . Ilark r s)

who drive in every day laden wfthgoodles and eager to work: Dee
f rom Coon Raplds; pat f rom !^foodbur], iMarfan from Lake Elmo; and even Irenefrom Natlvlty.

*******
*******

The "camaraderLe" Ls so Breet, Ire al1
recommend worklng rulth us as your
ffrst and happlest Lndoetrfnatlon
lnto Parlsh Life - almost like a
second Baptlsn!
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.-î r¿
- The good llonsfgnor was aghast at our firstsale, as he hadnft visualfzed tte thlngs thatqrere belng brought lnto the net cafeterlabeds, furnlture, TVs, plant stands, bicyclesyou nane 1t. Ile'kept repeatlng, ,rDonrÈ touch

the r¡a11s - don I t touch the walls !',

Not oN lht.
rlvq tçntt

\
I.tell,

dfd have to
we dfdn t r
touch the

touch the walls
floor.

Ibut we t
*******
******* ì

The large, new cafeterÍa r¡as the locationof our f f rst rumrnage sale, where we had to bevery caref ul 'rnot to scratch the f loor. " We
had a lot of furnlture that tfme so we tread
râther care fu11y.

That particular sale 1s well-remembered
because of the ttplcture frame" event. They werevery much ln demand ât that tfme, and a parfshfon_er brought ln arr hts r{otherrs frames from herattf c. IÈ nas a ',hot" f tem, and we sold themlrnrnedlately, to the tune of some $¡OO. But, loand behold, the young man c¿rme dashlng over laüerto regaln what he never should have ráltr,qulshed.By then, the frames $rere all gone. Itrs almosÈcertain that the happy cua tomer r¡ras not ln tears ,but the gentleman was 1n tears, hf s llother rra6 intears - and Just to help thlngs along¡ Ìonê of ugshed a few tears ! !

I / I
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TIIN METÀMORPIIOS Ï S

Itach year Ì'te be¡¡ln the collectlon of ltems
f or the sale wlth enthusl.asm and energ]', but at

+ the end of the sale we
t' llmp, w€ groan, and we

fie rd
¡1w

G¡'tt 
s

anear lte are all ftnlsh-
ed - rìever another rum-
mage sale.(_

(?b

¿

ëo

/:-> v

And then slx monthe
€Í, we are rarlng to go r

lust l1ke the moth, we go
through the metamorphosis.a

lat-
and ,

I.I e

cone 1n ref reshed r 9ây, "llere T

âfirtt and off we go once agafn.

REFRESITMENTS

Once thlngs have ktnd of settled
downr wê do have refreshments
not too often - rnaybe at 30
mlnute lntervals. And that r s

when we exchange
recLpee, .qettle
all world and do-
mestlc problems,
and lndulge ln
theories real1y
profound !

**
****

*****
*****
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AN ODE TO THE RUMMAGE SALE

Tf you need
Come to St.
Tf you want
Come to St.

ÐEDICÂTION PAYS OFF

You must be a dedlcat-
ed rumnager to Joln
us. And you must
adnft we do do the
work ln order to
take fn $5,000 a
year Ln nlckels,
dLmes, and
quarters ! !

**

I

(

>.qb,-
dl

a plastfc pafl
l-lark t s n,mr"ge 

t 
srla :

a boat and sall,
lfark I s Rummage Sale !

Tf you want
Most anythlng,

^ 
toy, a boat,

A swinglng swfng,
A <leck of cards,
A crlbbage board,
A patr of shoes,
A harpsichord?
A plant or ttro,
A book to read,
Alrnos t anvthf ng
You need.
You r'¡111 get them
Come to St. Markfs

*****rt

neve r
Rumnage

fal1,
Sale !
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V TNCTi TIIT' FIXNR-UPPER

And then there was Vfnce, our super handy-
man. lle qrumbled and he groaned, and he muttered
and he moaned , but he did an excell.ent I ob re-
storing furnLture r appllances, TVs, raclLos,
record players - you name ft! ! And 1f 1t couldn't
be f lxed r1¡¡ht then and there, he toolc tt home,
flxed lt üÞr and had 1t ready for the next sale.

**tk***

FRAYND NERVIIS FROM DITTO I^IIRBS

Over the vears, vre had a few electrical
shocks f rom f raved r.lf res, but, agaLn, we sur-
vlvecl the shocks, prrt on our socks, and r¿ent on
and on through 30 or more sales.

****

IIASTTNGS HERIT IüII COHE: !

Our luggage mây not take you to Bermuda,
but llastlngs, we ßuaranteel!

******

NEED A COSTUME?

If voutre lookfng for a costume for almost
any occaslon, rummage around fn almost any depart-
ment, anrl you t ll f tnd enough stuf f to turn you
lnto a prlncess or a prlrne mlnlster very eas1ly.

ON ÌIANDS ANT) KNEES I.TE AIII TO PLIlASE

Our customers aredo enJ ol¡ weleornlng themThey come from the East
".r11 around the torrn. "we all pltch ln to makefted.

There $ras the tln
furfously (and ne do me
throu¡¡h the qullt plece

really rhe BnST
each sprfng_ãlñ-ã'

, and r're
Fa11.

Sfde, I.lest Slde, and
llowever, occaslonally
certain they t re sat is-

a sudden, she screamed, ttSoneone stole m vpurse ! I l^tlth my medlcatLon ln ltt ! 1 need mynedlcatfon tt I need Lt ! ! " trlell, now ina smuchas ne do prfde ourselves on runnlng a halfrvayrespectatrle sal e and we dldn t t Lrant this onour record Ìre f f rs t trled to calm he r, and thenwe all got <lo wn on our hands and knees to helpher search Jfo r he r frurs e not knowlng 1f at anymoment we should call the paramedfcs or the pollce.However, the epLsode ended well when the dea r ladysafrl (not

e that thls woman r¡ras
an furlous 1 ) ¿fssfns
3An patterns. All of

hut boldl and loudl t'Notrt rremember.
neekly,
I Lefr ny purse at ome wi t my falseteeth! !'r ttell there was nothlng left for u$ todo but to get up off our tlred knees and contlnueon wlth our sale.

******

TASTE OI HONEY

--r hte d9_ prlde ourselves at some of our salesütnen we sell deliclous, fresh honey that arrivesdally from olsonrs honáy bee farm ln Frazee.lloneyr you cantt get tt any fresher!!
**rt*
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YOUR SLIP IS SHOh'ING

At one of our sales one
she thought !ùas a dress, and
her. llowever r she nore it to
donor sald, "ye gawds, Sâra,
yout ie wearing ! ! "

gal purchased what
we all agreed r¡1th
a party, and the

thatrs rny s11p

I sometLmes ltrs difflcult for ua to ffgure
out Just what certaLn things really are. If fndoubt - lrear lt, and someone wfll clue you 1n!!
Many tÍmes we ask our donors what lt ls, and
even they aren t t ce rt af n . fìo we make our owndecfslon. Sometlmes wetre rlght, and sometlmes
not. But thatts what makes the rummage eales
lnterestlng.

lIR AIN I T NO LEVITZ. BUT. . .

(

*' ***J!**
******

I
lle furnfsh college

rugs, chairs, draperfes,
nelghbora mav en.l oy thelr
f rom hone. tt

apartments with desks,
and lampn !ro our s tudent
Itay ln a "home away

QUILT? QUILT? WHO BOUGHT THE OUI LT ?

ït was a beautlful pleced qutlt, and three
of us promlsed to hold 1È for three dlfferent
people. And guess what, They all returned at
the aame tlme to clalrn tt. And whlle they were
ln the process of threatenlng to sue the church and
each of. ur¡ lndfvldually, one of the workers sudden-
1v f elt 111, and went home. l^lhat a copout: !

****

COHPLI]T'' Si\TISFACTION IS OUR I\IM

If vou happen to b.uy a toaster that doesn't
"pop up" or e wâffle Lron that doesnrt "ruaffler"rre r'r111 do our best to ffnd a replacement for you.

9
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DOBS IT I^IORK? ?

There was the story about the meat grlnder
befng sold 1n housenares. The customer asked,
"Does lt really grlnd?" The salesman sald,
"For 25 cents you want tt to grlnd?tt

I^IE SELL ANYTTTING

There was the new -l acket f rom llards , and
the nen and lnexperÍenced rumrnage worker hung
tt on e chalr. It $ras sold for $5.00, but,
luck1ly, that one waa traced and recovered.

EVEN BABY BUGGIES

One other tale wlth a happy endlng Ín-
volved a baby carrfage and the blanketa that
went wlth f t. l{ellr wê sent the blankets to
the lnf ants department, and we ltere getting
really good offers on the carrlage when 1o
and behold a harrl.ed, young couple and baby
returned from another department and there
went our salel!

lfe11, at least lre df dnr t ee11 eny babf es I

** ***
*****

*****
*****

*****
*****
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TO OUR CUSTOI|ERS. . .

llhether you come for coffee anda doughnut.. .

!{hether youtre lookln¡¡ for a rlress..¡
.loln our happy lookers...
Share our happlness ! !

!,le have planÈs anrt books and dlshes.
l,Ie have almost everythlng.
.Iewelrv for the queenies,
And a ruler for the klngI!/l i

I
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hre

T.Ie

hre

I{e

âve sweat
ave pants
ave bfkes
lrls.

hte have all these thlngs
assembled,

I,le hope to se11 to you.
Itte hope you | 11 a1l be

h appv
l.lhen the runmage sale fs

through ! |

*****

I,le llke to see you com-
lng.

You malce 1t all vrorth-
whlle.

And we rrant to say. . . .
I,trE THANK YOU: :

l,ltth a great hlg, f rf endly
s¡!ILn: :

**t**
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Come back to see us next time.
l.le I re here f n sprlng and tatt,I,ITTII TIIE ßESTEST, BIGGEST RUMMAGE SALEIN THE CITY OF ST. PAUT,::

13. 14.
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TIIE TI\LIi OF TIIE TJN'iD RAKE

,\t one sâle we had thls rake, ;rnd hre toldthe nan who rlanted to buy tt that i t r¡ras to
rake the r¡eeds f rom lrls lake. (One of the work_ers knew he had a lake place). I.le sold the rake
and after the sale, the man sald that the hard-riare stores r,rere so stupf.d as they had never
heard of a rake ltke that.

FO IIANT OF A GARTER

TIIE TRI CKY COUCH

I{e also have our talented Shf rley, who
handled the shoe sectlon wlth Breat efiiclency.ller daughter got married the ntght before oneof our sales was to begin. The entourage ar_rlved at the church ln all thelr ffnery, andeverythlnF! vres OK - '..rlth the exceptlon of theblue garter. llhere was the blue garter? Qulck_
"f!tgd Shlrley dashed to our sale locatlon, a
_qulck search nas made, and a brand ner.r garter(1t was stfll ln lts orlglnal cellophanä,rrppfng)
was gfven to her. So - r\re saved a weddlng, àndmay they llve happiÇ ever after!!

I
/
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****
**** {tAnd then there was the couch that lookedperfectly harnless, but was rea1ly tricky _ andwhen the second person sat down, th" ffrät oneflew up ln the alr. \

15.
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TIIE POTS AND PANS I.IENT BANG: TIIE TNFAI'IOTIS BAG LADV

At our rummage seles we learn çre11 - but
not too qulcklv. Two years in a row the pots
and pans were cârefully stackeã on a table
that would col-lapse r'rlth a bangl ! ìlowever,
r.ie are rather smart people who learn from ex-

. One day we were in the kftchen havlng lunch(Just for a change), and we hear<l thls commotionln the rlress department. I,le all stood

perlence. So
and deduclng t
table, r.re dld
knor'r what ? Al

-d
hat
use
lw

rarvlng upon past, experlence
what r.re needed was a stronger
a stronßer tahle. Ând you

ent wetl !

aghast as thls unLdentffled Bag
Lady rummaged through every-
thlng, rlpping ft apart,
and tosslng thln.ga on the
fLoor. Someone aald,
"Therers a funeral at the
church r
therers
there, s
hlm!"

tght
a pol
o run

noür, and
lceman out
and ge t

-

) t)

Just Èhen, our
co-r'orker, the ttbag
1ady" couldntt re-
fraln from siggllng,
and we recognlzed her
aa one of our orrlt.

Ò

n

\

w
Ò

I

L
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i
I

I
I

Our group, 1n
addftlon to runnÍng
a htgh-elass rum-
mage sa1e, also
clafrns talented
lmpersonators.

I
I 7
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9O INCHES LONG AI'ID 1O INCHBS sHoRT

DraperLes urere purchased for an apartment,
and the people brrvlng thern v¡anted thern 90 inches
long. The worker was tryfng to be helpful, andevldently (lnadvertently) she measured 10 lnchesfron the top, so she came out with 90. Back they
came wlthfn the hour, and after a rather heateddlscussion, the worker convinced them they rrrereât fault too because they had helped ln the
measurement. Then they decLded to let the hems
rlown whlch would glve them the clesLred 90 Lnches
and that one ended on a rather frfendly basls.

''As Is'I LADDERs

TTIE I'ÍAN IIHO SOLD TIIE DRESSES

At one of our flrst rumnage salesn one of
our r¿orkere named Frltz (rest hts soul ! ) got
rather uptlght because the ladies dresses
weren I t sell{ne at what he thought was a htgh .

prlce of $1.00 each. So
he Rot hlmself some

rt*****
**rt***

llttle sllpe of paper
and marked each one 25

cents and p lnned thern
on the dresses.
They ürere sellfng
fantastlcaLly fas t,

and we were havlng
a ball - untll

the head lady
returned from
lunch. And
then there
rras a real.

expLoõ-fõî-! |

/

I"le
ladders
which we
hur tln¡¡

do most of our selllng "âs ls",
are not always as strong as they
di.scovered when we had to send

v¡orkers to the chf ropractor !

and
look

two t^-t/

rtrtJt***
******

REST. RELAXATION AND NOURI STI!,ÍENTt

I,lhen youtre loadect wlth bargaLns and your
f eet hurt, r.re have -t ust the place f or rest r r€_laxatlon, and norrrlshment. llot coffee, doúgh-
nuts, and home made cupcakes wtll be served
and then vou may contlnue on your search for
more good les .

I

I

I
q t

t
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I^IHÂT I S TIIAT SMET,L? ?

The bott le of perf urne came in, and r4te de-
cldedtosprayltaroundforaltttleatmosphere.

It qtas the lcklest odor you ever dtd smell -
I t \f as rancid - 1t was f oul . But we alL survlved
the choklng and coughlng mlraculously' Ând after
a lltt1e breath of fresh air, the customera came
back ln also.

a-aJ

iltrt ¡l'.ott 1
I

brFrls

\
TIüO BLIND MI CE ? ?

At one of the sales tvro mÍce
Jumped out of a bag and
down. l\t the same time ,

one of the gals .l urnped
up and onto one of our

not too sturdy tables.

Down went the table
wlÈh a bang, but, lucky
f or her, she rras a ltm-
ber lady, and she broke

no bones.

I^lhat happened to the mlce?

Nobody seemed to know! !

* ***** **
* **** ***
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THE PI.ANT MAN

And then there rras Èhe flower and plant
stand, wlth lts sumptuous showing of sightly
hortLcultural products to satlefy almosÈ the
most dlscrLmlnatLng taste, from the low grow-
lng creepfng Charlle to the stately looklng
Jade. There were funny lookln¡¡ plants that
$re thought r¡e I d never sell, but along would come
the kids wlth thetr pleadlng eyes, wantlng to
buy a plant for mom or dad, and wlth an abrupt
drop ln prlce to saclsf y theLr meager budget, r'¡e

had made some tnore sales to brlng happlness Lnto
aome more hearts.

For three or four years ln a row, there
sras the lady who rvould be one of the first to bust
through the door at nine otclock sharp, head d1-
rectly for the plant stand, and who, for the next
f Lve ml.nutes , would be saylng over and over, "I
r¡ant thls one and thls one - and thls one - and
thls on€...rr The result? An average $20 sale to
start the day off wlth a bang.

There nas the older lady who llvecl about
four 1on¡r hlocks from the school, who rarely asked
for help, but who would get her beauttful plants
lnto her wagon or her wLre carrler cart ancl b¡lng
those plants fnto the rllant man - a magniflcent
rvork of charlty ln and of ltself .

There was the guy who not only worked htm-
self to a dlther ftxlng uD the "rubl¡lsh" ltems 1n
housewares, but r,rotrld al-so go home the nf ght be-
fore the sale and dlg up hts 11ll1es or hydrangea
shoots and haul then ln the next morning. They
would 1le there 1n the cardtroard box, completely
unnotfced for a whlle, but then somebody would dts-

24.
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cover them, and inslde ofshort wh11e, they r{rere allgone. And then ruha t wouldthls nan do? Hefd go homeover the noon hour, clig up
-some tnore, and brlng them
baclc f or sale.

THE FORGOÎTEN ONE

At the end of one
of our sales, the gel who
\{as locked ln the room
down the ha11 ' countlng
money, was forgotten
completely forgotten for
two hours - as lre all left
for home. Finally, a

lanltor came to her res-
cue. So he left her out
wlth her bags of noneYt
and when she got out-
slde, she remembered she
dldnft have the car' and
had to walk home ln the
dark. !.lhat a way to end
a sale!!

TIIANKS : !TITANKS : ! TIIANKS : :

To John. . the Boy
Scoutg. . the Janltofs. .
the entire cleanup ßang..
those who donate artL-
cles. . . â11 the work-
ers. . all the euBtonera
who, lncldenta1ly, nre
the best ln the world..
\te 9â]..

THANKS. . .
for the Memorles ! !

{(t a
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There nas tlre lady ¡¡ho greh,
the most, beautlful Afrlcanvlolets. The leaves ürere low_erowlng, Èhe flowers stood outln a posy-l-f ke pos ture, a.ndthe plant nan t{as reluctant toput them out too early, becausea lot of thern would b; snappedup before the sale would even
s tart . Another lady hras as-teady suppller of -ttr" 

showyMoses in the Bulrushes, andeach year she would maich Lnwfth her half_dozen beautles.
There were others who werenfÈeven members of the parfsh, r¡hor,¡ould gfve of thelr abundanceto make the rummage sale a success.The good nun at the College of

S t . rJatherlne , the man tn ttigh_land park who had his baeementfull of grow llghts, the green_
house man at the Coílege of St.most generoua Ln thef r. It.rt.,g.YOU- should go to all those whot planrs ar rhe planÈ sr;;d andthanks go to those who,"ri"¿ thewhen they would say, "yo; reremb",d me lasr year? y;ú 

"n"ufã see ire-ltoo- cl-f u1! l "

..?
L-.

I

i 'Y¡.
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*******

l,i\

Thomas - all t{ere
A grear blg TITANK
supplled and bough
especlally should
pLant manrs heart
that plant you soL
now. Itrs Just be

1

ì,,iI
\l/rñ

25.


