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ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Various Events| Various Times| Various Places
In the morning there is the Moms Group Free Swap in Carolyn Hall, 9:00 AM to Noon. In the 
afternoon/evening is the YA Lake Day at Green Lake in Chisago City (RSVP for that at stmark.
xyz/yalake)

SAT
18

JUL

July is the month dedicated to the precious blood, so heed that well. But summer is an especially golden time to pull from the treasure 
trove of  fine art to stock our bulletin covers, and so the warehouse of  our imaginations and spirits. A legacy image of  Christ by the 
sea can be powerful for contemplation this Sunday, but a picture of  your favorite shoreline can have a certain ”je ne sais quoi” for your 
meditations, as well. Or, in this bulletin’s case, the picture is ”Brig ’Mercury’ Attacked by Two Turkish Ships,” by Ivan Aivazovsky. 
(Bonus:  If  you’ve not seen the short video ”doing numbers” on social media of  a parade of  tall ships off  the coast of  Sandy Hook, 
NJ from last week’s ”Sail4th250”  semiquincentennial celebrations, it’s like being transported back in time and into an Aivazovsky 
painting. Be warned that, if  you find it, you’ll contract ”Sea Fever” and be restless in spirit until you and the boys head to the high 
seas.)

New Infertility Support Group Starting:  Infertility can be a difficult journey, but it is not one that you have to 
walk alone. Women of  the parish are building a supportive group for women who are facing primary infertility or 
miscarriage, to facilitate discussions surrounding these struggles while helping each other see Christ’s presence and 
recall our identities in Him. Find more information and sign up on the group profile page via stmark.xyz/ig

DEADLINES! To get your kids into Holy Kids Camp (Aug 10-14), register them by July 15th (stmark.xyz/
hkcamp)! And to volunteer, commit by July 15th at stmark.xyz/hkcampy (youth volunteers) and/or stmark.xyz/
hkcampa (adult volunteers)

”HotTER out there, am I right?” Well, the AC (adoration chapel) has AC (air conditioning)! Providence! Even if  it 
didn’t, an hour with the Lord of  the Universe is worth much sacrifice! stmark.weadorehim.com

St. Mark’s Preschool is seeking caring, faith-filled, responsible individuals to care for the preschoolers during the 
2026-27 school year. A variety of  hours are available. Please reach out to Addie Smith, the director, at asmith@
onestrongfamily.org to inquire.

We’re One Strong Family around here and, fittingly, a big question is being asked:  where’s the ”Ministry to 
Families”? Well, its dispersed through various apostolates and ministries at the parish, but that could see a big 
change up in the year ahead, especially as we ruminate, broadly, on the Archbishop’s Synodal Year theme of  

”Parents as Primary Educators.”

As such, your feedback is greatly desired ASAP (by Jul 24 at the latest) to inform how we’ll go about doing things! 
On the table is moving to a less ”family faith formation” model and more ”whole family ministry” approach, with 
an adult component specifically focused on support for the vocation of  marriage and child-rearing. Also, should 
there be a move to a First Friday offering rather than the current First Wednesday arrangement? And more!

So, kind of  big deal stuff:  find the feedback form at stmark.xyz/fam
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15th Sunday of  Ordinary Time - Midsummer “Parish Temporal Affairs” Update

For those who are wondering, 
Fr. Patrick is slated to arrive 

this week from Peru, where he was 
leading a mission trip and then 
stayed for a couple weeks of  home-
visit. Dcn. Jose, who has been 
spending a month of  his “deacon 

summer” in Sacramento having a very different pastoral 
experience, will arrive this week as well. Next week Dcn. 
Evan will ship out to Sioux Falls for a month, to do the 
same. I get to hold down the fort this summer, excepting 
ten days in August when I will have the opportunity to 
accompany a visiting bishop to PES-Lima and visit the 
“brethren” there for the first time since 2018 (so far 
forty four pages into the STL thesis… finishing before 
my retreat at the end of  the month is not out of  the 
question, should the Lord continue to provide the time 
and words to type away at it!). And we look towards a 
new pastoral year in which we hope and pray that God 
will send us more PES community members in the form 
of  new aspirants discerning, brothers coming to study 
in the seminary, perhaps even another priest or two to 
expand the scope of  our mission here… but the Sacred 
Heart will see to all that in His time!

So much for the community update. What about 
the parish? The figures for the last fiscal year are not 
available yet, but happily it is looking like we will 
not realize the ~$150K budget defect we had been 
projecting. This is good news, especially if  this was 
due to a sustained increase in giving (all the more 
significant in a year in which people were asked to 
pledge towards the Capital Campaign) and decreased 
utility cost (perhaps due to new efficiencies related to 
the Church window project and other improvements). 
It was certainly helped by the fact that we had no major 
breakdowns this year, or unexpected $100K bills due to 
some repair or replacement. Which had been the pattern 
in recent… decades? 

Looking into the year ahead, we have a living hope that 
we can project a balanced budget for FY27. Which 
would be a not-so-small miracle for this parish. Though 
people at St. Mark’s come and go (every spring and 

every summer!), it seems that with God’s blessing we 
are experiencing some stable growth. And though we 
remain relatively small, we are outsized in our activity 
and generosity. How grateful I am for that!

I mentioned the Capital Campaign. As you know, it was 
a great success. Pledges may still trickle in, though the 
pledging portion of  the campaign has officially ended, 
leaving St. Mark’s with 122 households pledging a total 
of  $1,219,510… $831,559 of  which is slated to come to 
the parish. And because you are already fulfilling those 
pledged, payments have already started to arrive. Still, 
it will take some time before enough comes in to move 
on the funded projects (the “first fruits” will go into the 
Families in Need Fund, then it’s on to the bell tower, 
moving downwards). 

In facility news, we have said “hello” to TC Swing, which 
is using our gymnasium five nights a month for some 
Late Nite Swing (whose rent has made the installation 
of  the new air conditioning of  that space possible). 
This fall we will unfortunately say “goodbye” to the St. 
Paul seminary, who after about fifteen years of  renting 
the Convent space in the Parish Center will be moving 
into a place of  their own across town. The loss of  
their substantial rent is of  course concerning for the 
parish bottom line, though the vacancy opens up new 
possibilities as well. 

Those “possibilities” will be determined very much 
by the Campus Master Plan project, which is still 
slowly churning forward in the background behind 
our parish activities. Remember the goal: to tailor our 
parish campus to serve (and not to drain) our parish 
mission for the rest of  the 21st Century. As I shared 
in the Pastor’s Address at the last Soiree, the reason 
we have not acted yet on the Planning Committee’s 
recommendation to list our school building for possible 
large-scale lease has been the emergence of  a very 
attractive possibility which, in recent weeks, has come more 
into focus and gained some momentum. I commend 
that prospect to your continued prayers. Should that 
move forward, this “possibility” may become reality in 
continued on page 4
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OUR MISSION IS TO LIVE AND SHARE CHRIST’S CALL TO HOLINESS

exciting and very visible ways, especially if  it involves 
the renovation of  spaces and redistribution of  parish 
activities within the campus, as well as the arrival of  
new neighbors/users of  our facilities. We of  course 
are committed to seeing all this come about in a way 
that best serves our parish community and its mission, 
both its present and its future (while honoring its past). 
Which is a lot to juggle, especially when faced with the 
realities of  our finances and facilities. But God has all 
this in His hands. May our prayer this summer be: Lord, 
speed on the great work of  Your love at our parish! 
Amen!

From the Heart of the Shepherd continued

While you would surely never dream of  leaving the 
warm embrace of  Merriam Park, or, more specifically, 
the parish [territory], nevertheless, maybe you know 
someone who is being beckoned “back to the land.” 
Or maybe a novel diversion some Saturday sounds 
interesting for you and the fam? 

Regardless, July 25th, the Catholic Land Movement has 
you covered with a “Homesteading 
Conference,” featuring a whole slate 
of  stuff  in that vein Touch grass! 
And some clean food, and livestock, 
and get inspired and informed!

CLM Conference (Jul 25)

DeMontreville Retreat (Aug 20)
Go to a place where you can hear the voice of  the Lord 
in the quiet and peaceful setting of  Lake DeMontreville 
for a three-day men’s silent retreat at the Jesuit Retreat 
House.  The retreat begins Thursday evening, August 20, 
2026, and ends Sunday evening August 23, 2026.  Free-
will donations are accepted.  For more information call 
651-777-1311 or visit demontrevilleretreat.com  



SUPPORT ST. MARK’S

Thank you for your generosity! To donate, 
visit onestrongfamily.org/give-help. 
For questions, contact parishcenter@
onestrongfamily.org

MASS AND PRAYER INTENTIONS

	 10 AM	   					                                  
M:	 ***						    
T:  	 Mike & Mary Ann Worms 
W:	 Sheldon Anderson + 
Tr: 	 Parmida Alikhani
F:	 Deceased CCW Members + 

Sa:    	 Fr. Patrick Evans (8 AM); Bob Mossing + (5 PM)
Su:	 Pro Populo (9 AM)
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Mass Intentions for week of  JULY 12, 2026

Are you interested in learning more about becoming 
Catholic?  Or do you know someone who is?  Our Christian 
Initiation Ministry provides an introduction to Catholic 
faith and life for adults who are not baptized, baptized in 
another faith, or Catholics seeking to receive Eucharist or 
Confirmation. The program cycle begins in the fall, but 
newcomers should reach out any time! To find out more, 
contact ocia@onestrongfamily.org.  Or sign up at stmark.
xyz/cim

BECOME CATHOLIC ADORATION

ST. MARK’S PRESCHOOL

St. Mark’s Preschool offers full-day and half-day 
programs, up to five days a week. Visit the preschool 
website, saintmarkspreschool.org, or contact Addie 
Smith, our Preschool Director at:

preschool@onestrongfamily.org
651-644-5030

Did you know that now 
is a great time to adore 
the Lord and be solicitous 
in dedicating, via a 
commitment, an hour (or 
more) of  your week to 
being in front of  him in 
the Blessed Sacrament?!

It’s true!
Commit to an 

hour at stmark.weadorehim.com!

Can’t cover a whole hour, regulary? We also have a 
team-builder initiative where you can be matched with 
other adorers to adore in rotation! Share your interest 
and availability via stmark.xyz/team

The bulletin is one of THE mainstays for Catholic 
parish communications, but, alas, it’s still a limited medium! 
As such, we also have a weekly newsletter, which, in addition 
to helping remind you of  goings-on, also features vanguard 
news from the parish, or items not featured in the bulletin! 
Subscribe to it!

WE ALSO USE EMAIL

Know someone in need of  prayers? Email your request 
to prayers@onestrongfamily.org and we’ll be sure to 
pray for you! 

The Church of St. Mark
Our mission is to live and share 

Christ’s call to holiness.
Learn more: onestrongfamily.org/mission
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ONE STRONG FAMILY UNITED IN CHRIST

Seminary Information Night (Aug 12)
Catholic junior and senior high school men (and others 
up to age 24 who have not completed college) and 
their parents are invited to learn more about Saint John 
Vianney College Seminary. The event 
begins with 5 p.m. Mass, followed by 
dinner, informational program and tour. 
RSVP using the accompanying QR code:

Grandparenting (Jul 24)
Nativity Grandparents Apostolate of  Saints Joachim and 
Anne celebrates its patron saints and its 15th anniversary
on Friday, July 24, 2026. (The saints feast day is on
Sunday, July 26) All grandparents are invited to an hour 
and a half  of  encouragement, prayer and fellowship at 
Nativity highlighted by a presentation by Rev. Fr. Kevin 
Manthey, Pastor, at Maternity of  Mary. Sign-in after the 
8:15 a.m. Holy Mass (upper level of  the church). The 
program begins at 9:00 a.m. in the Steiner Hall (lower 
level) of  Nativity. Refreshments will be served. Contact 
Lilee Perera: 651-414-9367 e-mail: lilee_perera@hotmail.
com.
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STAFF CELEBRATIONS

SACRAMENTS

PRO ECCLESIA SANCTA

Clergy:
Fr. David Hottinger, PES..........................................................Pastor 
frdavid@onestrongfamily.org

Fr. Patrick Evans, PES.............................................Associate Pastor
frpatrick@onestrongfamily.org  
    

Parish Staff:
Randy Lehnen......................Parish Business & Facilities Manager
Sr. Daniela Ormeno, PES.......................................Faith Formation 
				        & Ignite Youth Ministry
Annamarie Adkins...................Youth Ministry Program Assistant
Matt Hoffman............................................................Lead Custodian
Kristen Grant.............................................Director of  Discipleship
Kathrine Handford.....................Director of  Music and Organist
Audrey Koval..........................................................Pastoral Associate 
                                               & Safe Environment Coordinator
Gina Brennan.............................................Administrative Assistant
Kevin Gearns....................................Director of  Communications

Parish Contact
2001 Dayton Ave, St. Paul, MN 55104
Phone.................................................(651) 645-5717
Fax .....................................................(651) 644-0011
Pastoral emergency line...................(651) 354-9411 
parishcenter@onestrongfamily.org

Parish Trustees: Kip Chaffee, Andrew Nowak	
Parish Pastoral Council: Michael Duchesne, Chair
Parish Finance Committee: John Wehrly, Chair
Saint Mark’s Catholic Preschool	
Addie Smith, Director
651-644-5030
preschool@onestrongfamily.org

The Church of  Saint Mark is served by the 
priests, brothers, and sisters of  Pro Ecclesia 
Sancta, which is an institute of  consecrated 
life founded in Lima, Peru in 1992, whose 
members dedicate themselves to living and 
promoting the universal call to holiness in 

the Church. Their motto is ad maximam trinitatis gloriam: Every-
thing “for the greatest glory of  the Holy Trinity.” 

Detailed information about Sacraments and Sacramental 
preparation can be found at onestrongfamily.org/sacraments 
or by contacting the Parish Center. 

Baptisms are celebrated on Saturdays (exceptions for holidays 
or major parish events). You must register for Baptism at least 
one month before your desired date. If  this is your first child 
being baptized in the Catholic Church a Baptism preparation 
class is needed at least two months before the Baptism takes 
place.

Sacramental Marriage preparation must begin at least six 
months prior to your wedding date. Weddings are most often 
celebrated on Saturdays at 2 PM. 

If you know of a Catholic who is homebound and would 
like to receive weekly Communion or have their confession 
heard, please contact the Parish Center to learn more about 
our Homebound Ministry.

Receiving The Eucharist: All are welcome to join us in wor-
ship at the Church of  Saint Mark. Nevertheless, because the  
Holy Eucharist is the real Body and Blood of  Jesus Christ, the 
reception of  Holy Communion is reserved to those Catholics 
who are in full moral and doctrinal communion with the Catho-
lic Church, are not conscious of  any grave unconfessed sin, and 
who have kept the Eucharistic fast of  one hour. 

CONNECT 

/ChurchofSaintMark @churchofsaintmark

Mass:
Saturday Evening Mass: 5 PM
Sunday Mass: 9 AM and 11 AM
Daily Mass:
Monday-Friday: 10 AM
Saturday: 8 AM
Confession:
Tuesday-Friday:  9:30 AM 
Saturday:  3:30-4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 - 8:45 AM
Rosary: The Rosary is prayed after all daily Masses.

UPDATE YOUR INFO 

Need to be added to or have your 
info updated in our new digital 
directory? Don’t have access to it 
but you would like to? Have other 
operative questions thereto? All 
that and more can be found on the 

parish website using the QR code to the left.
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