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ANNOUNCEMENTS
It’s just too much to pass up featuring the only Catholic signatory to the Declaration of  Independence, Charles Carroll of  Carrollton, on 
this week’s bulletin cover. While not a saint, his life can provide much inspiration for American Catholics:  he was both the longest-lived 
and last-to-die of  the signers, was the richest man in the colonies at the signing (doubly noteworthy given that, if  the Revolution had 
capitulated, he would have lost everything, including his life; triply noteworthy given that he helped finance much of  the American war 
effort), sent as a boy to be educated in Europe (along with his cousin, John, who became the first bishop of  Baltimore) due to severely 
punitive anti-Catholic laws in Maryland that would have taken him away from his family, and purportedly died cherishing his Catholic 
faith. Maybe pray an Ave for him today and all those players, big and small, from the Revolution?

Hey, you’re great! Keep at it! During a bit of  quieter time around here it’s warranted to share some appreciation 
for all you movers and shakers; passionate do-gooders; and generous givers of  time, talent and treasure! Especially 
those who may not see much immediate reward and in subtler ways are keeping things moving forward at the 
parish!

New Infertility Support Group Starting:  Infertility can be a difficult journey, but it is not one that you have to 
walk alone. Women of  the parish are building a supportive group for women who are facing primary infertility or 
miscarriage, to facilitate discussions surrounding these struggles while helping each other see Christ’s presence and 
recall our identities in Him. Find more information and sign up on the group profile page via stmark.xyz/ig

Last Sunday was the Peter’s Pence Collection. As per the Archdiocese’s Center for Mission, ”This collection unites 
us in solidarity to the Holy See as it provides the Holy Father with financial means to respond to the needs of  the Holy See and to 
those suffering from war, oppression, natural  disaster, and disease.” A pence to Peter will surely not go unrewarded! To give 
electronically, give at stmark.xyz/pence

DEADLINES! To get your kids into Holy Kids Camp (Aug 10-14), register them by July 10th (stmark.xyz/
hkcamp)! And to volunteer, commit by July 15th at stmark.xyz/hkcampy (youth volunteers) and/or stmark.xyz/
hkcampa (adult volunteers)

Hey, want some classical art-making and/or figure drawing experience? In a past life, the Dir of  Comms was an 
atelier instructor (Academy of  Realist Art - Boston:  araboston.com) and later art teacher to all skill levels and 
ages from Kindergarten to octogenarians. A number of  parties at the parish have expressed an interest in some art 
classes so if  that’s of  remote interest to you (all skill levels welcome), especially such that you’d be game to drop 
some of  that sweet, sweet free time to learn, please share that interest at stmark.xyz/arts

And, given that we have a cadre of  artistically-inclined parishioners — dredged up in no small part by Dcn. Evan’s 
solicitations for artists for the Feast of  St. Mark — this is an opportunity (and somewhat response to Dcn. Evans’ 
prompts) to [also] prompt others in the community to [also] share their skills if  they are so inclined!

”Hot out there, am I right?” Well, the AC (adoration chapel) has AC (air conditioning)! Providence! Even if  it didn’t, an 
hour with the Lord of  the Universe is worth much sacrifice! stmark.weadorehim.com

St. Mark’s Preschool is seeking caring, faithfilled, responible individuals to care for the preschoolers during the 
2026-27 school year. A variety of  hours are available. Please reach out to Addie Smith, the director, at asmith@
onestrongfamily.org to inquire.
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How does one celebrate his nation’s 250th 

anniversary? I suppose it’s a little late to be asking 
the question. But there is occasion for “doing it up big” 
this year. Those who have lake places in the family will, 
indubitably, celebrate every year. And those who don’t, 
I imagine, will find a place to grill out and wear flip 
flops, perhaps this year watching soccer instead of  golf, 
making an effort (perhaps) to adorn the place with more 
USA flags and expecting something extra-special at the 
local fireworks show that night (if  they can do smiley 
faces now, can they do numbers?).

Is more to be desired? I’ve always admired, from 
a distance, those who incorporate pageantry and 
remembrance into their holiday observances. Family 
Christmas pageants. Dramatic readings of  ancient 
documents. Retellings of  legends and lore. Songs and 
hymns and spiritual canticles, etc. I trust such families 
exist. I also imagine that there might be elements within 
such families who wish they did not have to participate 
in or sit through such rituals, painful and awkwards 
as they must inevitably be at times. And therefore, 
that those who insist upon perpetuating the hallowed 
(or hated) custom (nine times out of  ten, the father), 
unless they are completely oblivious to the groaning 
and eyerolling, insist because they are convinced that it’s 
important. Even, that it is something sacred. 

The Jews knew how to keep a holy day. I think of  the 
Passover prescriptions: a sacred meal with a set menu, 
the cessation of  work, the gathering of  the family on a 
particular date, the recitation of  ancient family history, 
a ritual dialogue, the passing of  cups, the voicing of  
prayers… as those very prayers expressed, this was the 
way that those present participated in the very realities 
they celebrated. It was more than just a gathering, much 
more than grazing on special food, or gazing at the 
television until it was time to go home and get back 
to work. It was more than remembering, more than 
celebrating, more, even, than giving thanks and praise 
to God (if  there can be more than that!). It was entering 
into a mystery, a sacred history, that was somehow 
ongoing and still-unfolding. And each year, entering a 
little deeper. 

In that sense, I think we American Catholics tend (I speak 
only from my experience) to leave some “meat on the 
bone” when it comes to our holiday observances. Even 
when it comes to our civil holidays which, granted, don’t 
have as much “meat” to their meaning. Would it be too 
much to have a dramatic reading of  the Declaration of  
Independence before blessing the 4th of  July meal this 
year (too late, Father!)? A rosary in which each of  the 50 
Hail Marys of  the mysteries are offered for a different 
state? For some families, perhaps. Perhaps not for 
yours? Perhaps there is one family at the parish capable 
of  reenacting the deliberations of  the congress that 
drafted and signed the Declaration, or (out in the yard) 
the battle of  Concord and the ride of  Paul Revere… at 
least concocts a ritual “ringing of  the liberty bell” before 
dinner, with a homily on true freedom from the patriarch 
of  the family? 

We roll our eyes. But “blessed are they who make space 
for meaning in their keeping of  the holidays,” say I. This 
is how values are signalled and handed on, identity is 
formed, and the structural elements of  our lives (here, 
our country and the polity to which we belong) are 
incorporated within a hierarchy of  truths. 

Maybe with your extended family you would consider it 
a successful Independence Day if  you can steer clear of  
politics and anything that would uncover the country’s 
ideological rift whose fault line passes through your 
family as well. And I suspect there are those out there 
in America today who do not think that “250 years 
of  USA” is an accomplishment worth celebrating. 
Would they at least agree that it is an occasion for 
remembering? Reflecting? Giving thanks? Praying, at 
least?  For us Catholics, though we are free from any 
idolizing or idealizing of  our nation, its history, or its 
present state, we should be best positioned to love it 
most. To recognize both its people’s deep failings (which 
we lament and seek to repair) and also their unique 
virtues and the immense blessings which Providence has 
bestowed on us undeservedly (for which we give thanks 
and praise). And however you do that with your families 
or on your own this weekend, I invite you to “do that up 
big” this year above all. 
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OUR MISSION IS TO LIVE AND SHARE CHRIST’S CALL TO HOLINESS

Don’t forget the preschool!

Don’t forget your summer reading!

Don’t forget to dance!

Enroll now for the 2026 - 2027 school year! Set 
your child up for success at St. Mark’s Preschool. Not 
looking to send kids to preschool? Spread the word: 
saintmarkspreschool.org

How could you go to the lake and forget Only One 
Thing is Necessary? Archbishop Hebda’s pastoral letter 
for the 2026-2027 year is at archspm.org/familyletter

Good to remind all parties that TC Swing hosts Swing 
Dances weekly now at the gym (Thursday evenings), and 
monthly (First Saturdays). Check ’em out and help bring 
souls to campus!

Don’t forget to request Masses!
You can do it! Just email parishcenter@onestrongfamily.
org to get the ball rolling. Super simple and a great 
offering for timely grace!



SUPPORT ST. MARK’S

Thank you for your generosity! To donate, 
visit onestrongfamily.org/give-help. 
For questions, contact parishcenter@
onestrongfamily.org

MASS AND PRAYER INTENTIONS

	 10 AM	   					                                  
M:	 ***						    
T:  	 Ron E. Anderson + 
W:	 Jake Navin + 
Tr: 	 Lehnen Family
F:	 Fr. Patrick Evans 

Sa:    	 Lyman Moore + (8 AM); Noah & Corrin Rome (5 PM)
Su:	 Pro Populo (9 AM)
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Mass Intentions for week of  JULY 05, 2026

Are you interested in learning more about becoming 
Catholic?  Or do you know someone who is?  Our Christian 
Initiation Ministry provides an introduction to Catholic 
faith and life for adults who are not baptized, baptized in 
another faith, or Catholics seeking to receive Eucharist or 
Confirmation. The program cycle begins in the fall, but 
newcomers should reach out any time! To find out more, 
contact ocia@onestrongfamily.org.  Or sign up at stmark.
xyz/cim

BECOME CATHOLIC ADORATION

ST. MARK’S PRESCHOOL

St. Mark’s Preschool offers full-day and half-day 
programs, up to five days a week. Visit the preschool 
website, saintmarkspreschool.org, or contact Addie 
Smith, our Preschool Director at:

preschool@onestrongfamily.org
651-644-5030

Did you know that now 
is a great time to adore 
the Lord and be solicitous 
in dedicating, via a 
commitment, an hour (or 
more) of  your week to 
being in front of  him in 
the Blessed Sacrament?!

It’s true!
Commit to an 

hour at stmark.weadorehim.com!

Can’t cover a whole hour, regulary? We also have a 
team-builder initiative where you can be matched with 
other adorers to adore in rotation! Share your interest 
and availability via stmark.xyz/team

The bulletin is one of THE mainstays for Catholic 
parish communications, but, alas, it’s still a limited medium! 
As such, we also have a weekly newsletter, which, in addition 
to helping remind you of  goings-on, also features vanguard 
news from the parish, or items not featured in the bulletin! 
Subscribe to it!

WE ALSO USE EMAIL

Know someone in need of  prayers? Email your request 
to prayers@onestrongfamily.org and we’ll be sure to 
pray for you! 

The Church of St. Mark
Our mission is to live and share 

Christ’s call to holiness.
Learn more: onestrongfamily.org/mission
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ONE STRONG FAMILY UNITED IN CHRIST

Seminary Information Night (Aug 12)
Catholic junior and senior high school men (and others 
up to age 24 who have not completed college) and 
their parents are invited to learn more about Saint John 
Vianney College Seminary. The event 
begins with 5 p.m. Mass, followed by 
dinner, informational program and tour. 
RSVP using the accompanying QR code:

Grandparenting (Jul 24)
Nativity Grandparents Apostolate of  Saints Joachim and 
Anne celebrates its patron saints and its 15th anniversary
on Friday, July 24, 2026. (The saints feast day is on
Sunday, July 26) All grandparents are invited to an hour 
and a half  of  encouragement, prayer and fellowship at 
Nativity highlighted by a presentation by Rev. Fr. Kevin 
Manthey, Pastor, at Maternity of  Mary. Sign-in after the 
8:15 a.m. Holy Mass (upper level of  the church). The 
program begins at 9:00 a.m. in the Steiner Hall (lower 
level) of  Nativity. Refreshments will be served. Contact 
Lilee Perera: 651-414-9367 e-mail: lilee_perera@hotmail.
com.

And don’t forget the foodshelf!
People are still eating in the summer, but only if  there is 
food to eat!
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STAFF CELEBRATIONS

SACRAMENTS

PRO ECCLESIA SANCTA

Clergy:
Fr. David Hottinger, PES..........................................................Pastor 
frdavid@onestrongfamily.org

Fr. Patrick Evans, PES.............................................Associate Pastor
frpatrick@onestrongfamily.org  
    

Parish Staff:
Randy Lehnen......................Parish Business & Facilities Manager
Sr. Daniela Ormeno, PES.......................................Faith Formation 
				        & Ignite Youth Ministry
Annamarie Adkins...................Youth Ministry Program Assistant
Matt Hoffman............................................................Lead Custodian
Kristen Grant.............................................Director of  Discipleship
Kathrine Handford.....................Director of  Music and Organist
Audrey Koval..........................................................Pastoral Associate 
                                               & Safe Environment Coordinator
Gina Brennan.............................................Administrative Assistant
Kevin Gearns....................................Director of  Communications

Parish Contact
2001 Dayton Ave, St. Paul, MN 55104
Phone.................................................(651) 645-5717
Fax .....................................................(651) 644-0011
Pastoral emergency line...................(651) 354-9411 
parishcenter@onestrongfamily.org

Parish Trustees: Kip Chaffee, Andrew Nowak	
Parish Pastoral Council: Michael Duchesne, Chair
Parish Finance Committee: John Wehrly, Chair
Saint Mark’s Catholic Preschool	
Addie Smith, Director
651-644-5030
preschool@onestrongfamily.org

The Church of  Saint Mark is served by the 
priests, brothers, and sisters of  Pro Ecclesia 
Sancta, which is an institute of  consecrated 
life founded in Lima, Peru in 1992, whose 
members dedicate themselves to living and 
promoting the universal call to holiness in 

the Church. Their motto is ad maximam trinitatis gloriam: Every-
thing “for the greatest glory of  the Holy Trinity.” 

Detailed information about Sacraments and Sacramental 
preparation can be found at onestrongfamily.org/sacraments 
or by contacting the Parish Center. 

Baptisms are celebrated on Saturdays (exceptions for holidays 
or major parish events). You must register for Baptism at least 
one month before your desired date. If  this is your first child 
being baptized in the Catholic Church a Baptism preparation 
class is needed at least two months before the Baptism takes 
place.

Sacramental Marriage preparation must begin at least six 
months prior to your wedding date. Weddings are most often 
celebrated on Saturdays at 2 PM. 

If you know of a Catholic who is homebound and would 
like to receive weekly Communion or have their confession 
heard, please contact the Parish Center to learn more about 
our Homebound Ministry.

Receiving The Eucharist: All are welcome to join us in wor-
ship at the Church of  Saint Mark. Nevertheless, because the  
Holy Eucharist is the real Body and Blood of  Jesus Christ, the 
reception of  Holy Communion is reserved to those Catholics 
who are in full moral and doctrinal communion with the Catho-
lic Church, are not conscious of  any grave unconfessed sin, and 
who have kept the Eucharistic fast of  one hour. 

CONNECT 

/ChurchofSaintMark @churchofsaintmark

Mass:
Saturday Evening Mass: 5 PM
Sunday Mass: 9 AM and 11 AM
Daily Mass:
Monday-Friday: 10 AM
Saturday: 8 AM
Confession:
Tuesday-Friday:  9:30 AM 
Saturday:  3:30-4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 - 8:45 AM
Rosary: The Rosary is prayed after all daily Masses.

UPDATE YOUR INFO 

Need to be added to or have your 
info updated in our new digital 
directory? Don’t have access to it 
but you would like to? Have other 
operative questions thereto? All 
that and more can be found on the 

parish website using the QR code to the left.



OUR MISSION IS TO LIVE AND SHARE CHRIST’S CALL TO HOLINESS
Page 8

July
09, 15 & 21

Welcome to the 2nd Annual Solanus Hike & Bike! The 
hikers will begin with morning prayer, confession, and 
a complimentary generous continental breakfast! The 
bikers will begin with midday prayer prior to departure. 
Both options will start at the Blessed Solanus Casey 
Friary (1101 DeSoto St., St. Paul, MN 55130) and end at 
the Church of  St. Michael (611 3rd St. S., Stillwater, MN 
55082) for 4:30 PM Mass and a Pizza Party afterwards.

Details:  Hike or Bike 18 miles from the Blessed 
Solanus Friary in St. Paul to the Church of  St. Michael 
in Stillwater in honor of  this humble 
man. Co-Sponsored by: The Churches 
of  Sts. Michael and Mary in Stillwater 
and the Franciscan Brothers of  Peace. 
Registration required!

ARISE! Youth Ministries

Solanus Pilgrimage 2026 (Jul 25)

There’s been a marked increase of  offerings for the 
faithful in the cities to unite music, theatre, and creative 
passions with the faith, among which is ARISE! Youth 
Ministries (maternityofmarychurch.org/arise ). They’ve 
got a summer camp coming up Jul 20-26 and are looking 
for some (young) adults who could help facilitate. If  
you’re inclined towards the performing arts, could 
be a good opportunity! For more info, contact Cissy 
Suijkerbuijk (arise@maternityofmary.org)

You can go it alone if  you want, but why?! Well, actually, 
you can’t:  no man is an island. In the Archdiocese 
there is a growing network of  over 900 members of  the 
SJBG who are brought together to support our parishes, 
schools, and families through work, business, mutual 
support, and beyond. Free intro meetings are on the 
calendar:  sjbusinessguild.org/intro-meetings

While you would surely never dream of  leaving the 
warm embrace of  Merriam Park, or, more specifically, 
the parish [territory], nevertheless, maybe you know 
someone who is being beckoned “back to the land.” 
Or maybe a novel diversion some Saturday sounds 
interesting for you and the fam? 

Regardless, July 25th, the Catholic Land Movement has 
you covered with a “Homesteading 
Conference,” featuring a whole slate 
of  stuff  in that vein Touch grass! 
And some clean food, and livestock, 
and get inspired and informed!


